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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  • 
HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

AND 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1944.  The  Report 
lias  been  prepared  on  the  Hues  of  those  submitted  for  the  war 
years  and  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister,  but 
it  has  been  possible  to  include  more  matters  of  public  health 
interest  and  statistics  for  comment. 

Apart  from  the  continued  higher  notification  rate  for 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  the  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory  and 
it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  note  that  no  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  have  been  reported  during  the  year,  and  that  no  deaths 
from  puerperal  causes  have  been  assigned  to  the  Borough. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  one  of  the  lowest  on  record 
for  the  Area. 

Housing  and  the  supervision  of  food  supplies,  including 
milk,  have  occupied  a  large  proportion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
time,  and,  in  respect  of  housing,  the  maintenance  of  property  in  a 
reasonably  habitable  state  has  presented  great  difficulties  owing 
to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 

Reference  to  the  Section  on  food  will  show  that,  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  health,  it  has  been  necessary  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  considerable  quantities  of  unsound  and  otherwise 
unfit  food,  much  of  which  might  have  been  saved  by  better 
storage  and  distribution. 

The  Minister  has  asked  for  information  in  respect  of  water 
supplies  in  the  Area,  and  this  has  been  included  in  the  Report. 
Attention  also  has  been  drawn  to  the  shortage  and  pollution  of 
some  private  supplies. 

The  incidence  of  the  infectious  diseases  has  been  satis¬ 
factory,  and  immunization  against  two  of  the  more  dangerous, 
namely  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  has  been  successfully 
continued  during  the  year. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  which  the  Committees  have  extended  to  me  during 
the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WRIGHT. 


Council  House, 
Sutton  Coldfield. 
September,  1945. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

f  . 

Live  births  : 

S33 

433 

400 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

Legitimate 

802 

413 

3S9 

the  estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

3i 

20 

11 

population 

Still-births  .. 

.  29 

20 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Deaths 

.  4/8 

2  40 

238 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  resident 
population.  R.G. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  None. 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 — 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


19 .63 
33-64 


11.26 


28.81 

29-93 

None 

91 

None 

None 

None 
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Conditions  0 f  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (estimated  R.G.  mid-year  1944 — 
For  calculation  of  birth-rate,  death-rate 
and  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases)... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


13,978 


42,440 

13,170 

•••  £413478 
...£1,679/2/2 


Local  Estimate  of  Population  of  Wards  at  Mid-Year  1S44. 


Trinity  ...  ... 

.  ...  4,762 

Hill  ... 

.  7T58 

Boldmere  (East)  ...• 

5,72,0 

Boldmere  (West)  ... 

9,606 

Wylde  Green 

.  5,847 

Maney 

...  ...  —  ...  5,8o4 

Walmley 

.  4,5i7 

Local  estimate  of  population 

of  .Borough  at  mid-year  1944  43,469 
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Table  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  ASSIGNABLE  TS  THE  BOROUGH. 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 


All  Causes 


210  238 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough  . 

5.  Diphtheria  .... 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases.... 

9.  Influenza  .... 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  "  .... 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cavity  and  oesoph.  (M),  uterus  (F) 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  .... 

10.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .... 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Othei  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis  .... 

22.  Pneumonia  ....  •  .... 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

28.  Nephritis  .... 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  .... 

31.  Premature  birth  .... 

32.  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  diseases 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes  .... 

,x  ,  ,  _  ,  i  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  Legitimate  . 

under  1  year.  f  illegitimate 

t  Total 

Stillbirths  ....  ’  Legitimate 

(  Illegitimate 


1 


—  1 

13  4 

1  — 


2 


4  3 

6  5 

—  14 

31  28 

2  4 

25  29 

G8  61 

5  3 

11  13 

16  11 

2  1 

4  1 

1  — 

7  4 

8  7 


3  3 

6  5 

3  1 

5  1 

3  3 

16  33 

12  12 

12  12 

20  9 

19  9 

1  — 
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.MORTALITY  BY  AGE  AND  SEX.  TABLE  III 


Males. 

^  _  r 

Females. 

Tola  1. 

Oeath  rates  per 

1 ,000  population 
(estimated  R.G.) 

Under  1  year 

12 

12 

24 

0.57 

1  and  under  2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

2  and  under  5 

2 

2 

4 

0.09 

5  and  under  15 

6 

2 

8 

0.19 

15  and  under  25 

4 

1 

5 

0.12 

25  and  under  45 

12 

14 

26 

0.61 

45  and  under  G5 

65 

44 

109 

2.57 

65  and  under  75 

74 

59 

133 

3.13 

75  and  upwards 

65 

104 

169 

3.98 

Table  IV. 

& 

DEATHS  IN  WARDS  DURING  EACH  QUARTER. 


Ward. 

I  st 

quarter 

2nd 

quarter. 

3rd 

quarter. 

4  ill 

quarter. 

Total. 

,  Crude  Death 
Rates  per 
TOGO  popula¬ 
tion 
(Local 
Estimates) 

Trinity  . 

20 

19 

17 

8 

64 

I3‘4 

Hill . 

26 

I7 

17 

iS 

78 

IO.9 

Boldmere 

East 

21 

16 

8 

12 

57 

10.0 

Boldmere 

West 

H 

27 

II 

n  0 

-O 

75 

7.8 

Wylde  Green 

20 

12 

12 

24 

» 

68 

11. 6 

Maney  . 

22 

22 

21 

25 

90 

15-4 

Walmley 

ri 

12 

IO 

! 

13 

46 

10.2 

Totals  .... 

134 

125 

96 

123  ’ 

478 

11. 0 

1  i  i  i  i 


Table  V. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PAST  10  YEARS. 


1935 

1930 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1911 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Si#TH 

Rats  . 

13.34 

13.04 

12.98 

15.02 

14.45 

14.30 

13.24 

15.05 

1G  13 

19.03 

Crude 

Death  Rate 
(r  g.) 

9.69 

10.91 

11.50 

9.40 

9.71 

1 1 .90 

11.17 

10.50 

10.98 

11.26 

An  justed  Death 

Rate  (r.g.) 

949 

10.C9 

11.27 

9  27 

9.52 

11.72 

___ 

_ 

I  uiant 

'■'ortality 

Rate 

40.72 

34.01 

46.15 

47.02 

23-78 

34  25 

4S:21 

40.79 

87-3 

28.81 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
P.orough  at  the  mid-year  1944  is  42,440  as  compared  with  the 
local  estimate-  of  43,469.  The  latter  is  shown  distributed  in  Wards 
on  page  2.  *  \ 

Births, . 

The  present  rate  (19.63)  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the 
Borough  since  1920,  and  compares  with  the  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  17.6  and  for  the  Smaller  Towns,  20.9. 

The  illegitimate  birth-rate  is  35.8  per  1,000  total  births  as 
compared  with  31.3  for  the  previous  year,  and  29.9,  the  average 
for  the  five  pre-war  years  1934-1938. 

The  still-birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  compares 
more  favourably  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the 
Smaller  Towns  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  rate  per’  1,000 
total  births  for  the  Borough  is  33.64  as  compared  with  45.52  for 
IQ43- 

Deaths. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  under  review,  calculated  on  the 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  is  11.3,  which  com¬ 
pares  with  1 1. 6  for  England  and  Wales  and  12.4  for  the  Smaller 
Towns.  If  calculated  on  the  local  estimate  of  population  the 
rate  is  11  per  1,000. 

The  mortality  rate  from  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions, 
which  showed  a  marked  increase  during  the  war  years  remains 
high,  and  is  slightly  above  the  rate  for  1943. 

Heart  disease,  as  a  single  cause  accounts  for  the  greatest 
number  of  deaths  and  the  rate  is  above  the  pre-war  three  year 
average  by  .4  per  1,000.  The  rate  increases  in  the  higher  age 
groups,  particularly  in  females. 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  sites)  account  for  a  rate  of ‘2.1  per 
1,000  population  as  compared  with  1.6  for  the  three  pre-war  years 
1936—1938. 

With  the  exception  of  one  death  from  diphtheria  no  deaths 
were  registered  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases. 

Under  ‘violence,’  road  traffic  accidents  account  for  six 
deaths  as  compared  with  three  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  other  violent  causes  (6)  remains  the  same. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Provision  for  Maternity. 

Private  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough,  registered  for  16 
maternity  beds,  provided  accommodation  for  a  total  of  291 
confinements,  namely,  of  residents  212  and  of  non-residents,  79. 
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The  number  of  women  resident  in  the  Borough  whose  confinement 
took  place  outside  the  Borough  amounts  to  22S,  of  which  86 
were  admitted  to  private  nursing  homes  and  73  to  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  Loveday  Street.  The  remainder  were  distributed  as 
follows  the  new  Maternity  Unit  at  Solihull,  31  ;  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hospital,  18  ;  and  other  hospitals,  20. 

The  total  number  of  institutional  confinements  of  women 
resident  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  amounts,  therefore,  to  440 
or  51  %  of  the  total  births  assignable  to  the  Borough. 

The  Emergency  Unit  was  requisitioned  on  four  occasions 
for  residents,  for  domiciliary  confinement  (1)  and  for  confinements 
in  nursing  homes  (3). 

Horne  Helps. 

Four  to  five  Home  Helps  were  employed  full-time  during 
the  year  and  these  gave  service'  in  84  normal  maternity  cases, 
and  1 7  ante-natal  and  post-natal  emergencies  and  illnesses  of 
mothers  with  young  families. 

Where  the  family  is  suitably  housed  this  service  provides 
the  necessary  domestic  facilities  for  domiciliary  confinements. 
Its  greatest  use  is  to  be  found  in  cases  where  no  domestic  help  is 
available,  but,  in  so  far  as  the  Helps  are  expert  in  family  manage¬ 
ment,  their  assistance  would  be  invaluable  in  many  other  homes 
where  they  might  be  made  available  under  normal  conditions. 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  C.  F.  Buttler  resigned  her  appointment  as  from 
September  2nd  to  get  married, and  Miss  A.  R.  Taylor  was  appointed 
and  began  duty  on  September  5th.  With  the  exception  of  this 
short  intervening  period  the  full  staff  of  three  Health  Visitors 
was  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  increase  in  the- number  of  maternity  and  child  welfare 
centres  has  curtailed  the  time  available  for  domiciliary  visiting  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and,  as  a  result,  the  number  of  domiciliary 
visits  paid  fails  short  of  the  minimum  for  efficient  child  welfare 
supervision  by  at  least  one-third. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Senior  Health  Visitor  and  the  School  Nurse  are  duly 
appointed  Visitors  under  the  Act. 

During  the  year  seven  foster  parents  were  on  the  register 
and  seven  children  were  boarded,  and,  in  all,  35  visits  were  paid 
for  their  supervision.  The  homes  and  welfare  of  the  children 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  at  all  visits. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  four  foster  parents  were  on  the 
register  and  four  children  were  boarded. 

In  addition  to  home  visiting,  boarded  children  are  seen 
periodically  at  the  welfare  centres  and  in  the  schools. 
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Orthopaedic  and  other  Treatments. 

Three  children  were  referred  for  treatment  at  the  Royal 
Cripples’  Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  the  Local  Authority’s 
scheme  for  the  following  defects  knock-knee,  2  ;  talipes 
valgus,- 1.  Other  treatments  carried  out  under  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity’s  scheme  include  tonsillectomies,  8  ;  dental,  8  ;  refractions, 
6  ;  and  five  cliildren  were  examined  by  the  County  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officer, 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  deaths  assignable  to  the  Borough  have  been  recorded 
from  puerperal  sepsis  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Twenty-four  deaths  were  recorded  in  children  under  one 
year*  which  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  28.8  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  Smaller 
Towns  are  46  and  44  respectively. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  25%  of  infant  deaths,  con¬ 
genital  and  infantile  diseases  and  injuries  for  41%,  and  three 
deaths  were  classed  to  pneumonia,  one  to  nephritis,  one  to  viol¬ 
ence  and  two  to  other  defined  causes  (septicaemia). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  four  centres  named  in  my  last  Report  have  remained 
in  use  during  the  year,  and  the  total  number  of  sessions  held  at 
all  centres  amounts  to  165,  or  an  average  of  over  three  sessions 
per  week.  A  doctor  was  in  attendance  at  108  sessions. 

Separate  sessions  were  held  for  children  and  ante-natal  cases 
at  both  the  Holland  Street  and  Boldmcrc  centres-,  and  combined 
sessions  at  Hill  and  Minworth.  At  Boldmere  52  sessions  were 
held  with  2,981  attendances,  as  compared  with  53  sessions  at 
Holland  Street,  with  2,379  attendances. 

At  the  Boldmere  clinics  a  medical  officer  examined  633 
cases  as  compared  with  574  at  Holland  Street. 

There  were  34  combined  sessions  at  the  Hill  centre  with 
total  attendances  of  1,102,  as  compared  with  26  sessions  at  Min¬ 
worth  with  5S5  attendances. 

Statistical  details  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  centres 
are  set  out  in  the  tables  below. 

With  further  experience  of  the  use  of  public  buildings 
as  welfare  centres  I  am  unable  to  say  that  they  are  satisfactory. 
The  design  of  the  buildings  and  the  layout  of  rooms  are  usually 
ill  adapted  for  such  a  purpose,  and  being  at  other  times  con¬ 
stantly  in  use  as  schools  and  for  public  entertainments  etc.,  a 
reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  is  not  practicable  for  the 
reception  of  babies  and  young  children.  Effective  educational 
work  is  clearly  impossible  under  such  conditions  and  the  Service 
as  a  whole  and  its  significance  are  prejudiced. 


Attendances  at  Centres.  Table  VI. 


Centres 

Number  of 
Sessions 

Children. 

Ante-Natal 

First 

attendances 
under  1  yr. 

First 

attendances 
1-5  years 

Total 

attendances 

First 

attendance: 

Total 

attendances 

Holland 

Infants  and 

151 

— 

2,154 

_ - 

... .  _ 

Street 

Toddlers 

39 

29 

— 

- - 

Ante-Natal 

14 

— 

— 

(Infants  and 

59 

225 

— 

— 

Toddlers) 

— 

- - 

Boldmere 

Infants  and 

202 

— 

2,764 

— 

- - 

Toddlers 

40 

— 

42 

(Infants  and 

— 

- - 

Ante-Natal 

12 

— 

— 

Toddlers) 

84 

209 

P.N.  8 

Four  Oaks 

Combined 

Clinics 

34 

76 

26 

1,079 

12 

23 

Mimvorth 

Combined 

A 

Clinics 

26 

39 

ii 

570 

10 

15 

/ 

165 

468 

108 

6,567 

165 

480 

]  '  i  1  1 

Consultations  by  Medical  Officer.  Table  VII. 


CHILDREN. 

f 

Ante-Natal. 

Centres. 

| 

Number  of  Clinics 

Under 

1  year 

1 — 5 

years. 

Total 

Total  . 

Holland  Street 

Children  .... 

17 

162 

189 

351 

— 

Ante-Natal 

14 

— 

— 

223 

Boldmere  .... 

Children  .... 

24 

195 

249 

444 

— 

. 

Ante-Natal 

12 

' 

1S1 

P.N.  8 

Four  Oaks 

Combined 

16  . 

116 

131 

217 

23 

Minworth 

Combined 

25 

106 

37 

143 

10 

108 

579 

•  COG 

1,185 

445 

9 


Domiciliary  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers’  ...  ...  209 

Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers 

First  visits  to  children  under  one  year  ...  ...  728 

Total  visits  to  children  under  one  year  ... 

Total  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 
five  years  - 

Visits  to  boarded-out  children  ... 

,,  ,,  old  persons 

Visits  for  inquiries  into  still-births 
Visits  for  inquiries  into  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Inspection  of  nursing  homes 
Special  request  visits 

Unsuccessful  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ... 


437 


3>243 


3.654 

26 

9 

17 

3 

8 


241 

U743 


9>3<Si 

Number  of  households  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,719 


Public  Health  Act  1936,  Section  203. 
Live  births  notified 
Still-births  notified 
Births  transferred  inwards — 

Live  births 
Still-births 
Births  transferred  outwards — 

Live  births 
Still-births 


59° 

13 

217 

it 


77 

2 
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Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

In  my  Report  for  1943  I  outlined  the  arrangements  made 
by  your  Committee  with  the  Birmingham  Diocesan  Council  for 
Moral  Welfare  for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate 
children  in  the  Borough,  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  an  annual 
pa}rment  of  £50  be  made  for  this  Service. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  the  scheme  commenced. 
Miss  Fielding  was  Outdoor  Worker,  but  in  September  Miss 
Fielding  was  replaced  by  Mrs.  Idollyoak  on  the  former’s  taking 
over  the  post  of  lecturer,  and  in  this  connection  Miss  Blizzard, 
Organising  Secretary,  wrote  : 

“  We  are  extending  our  work  in  this  Diocese  to  include  a 
"  Lecturer  who  will  do-all  she  can  to  forward  the  strengthening 
“  and  rebuilding  of  family  life.  As  the  Council  have  appointed 
“  Miss  Fielding  to  this  post,  it  means  she  must  relinquish  her 
"  case-work  in  Sutton  Coldfield  and  other  parts  of  this  Diocese.” 


The  domestic  and  social  rehabilitation  of  these  girls  is  the 
i  aim  of  this  Social  work  and  although  case-work  and  immediate 
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care  of  the  girls  in  their  unfortunate  circumstances  is  an  essential 
foundation,  the  final  results  must  depend  on  efficient  following-up 
and  after  care. 

Reports  from  the  Diocesan  Council  show  that  36  cases 
in  the  Borough  were  brought  to  notice  during  the  year,  of  whom 
four  were  married  mothers,  and  that  all  were  visited,  advised  and 
assisted  by  the  Outdoor  Worker.  Institutional  confinement  was 
arranged  for  16,  and  16  were  assisted  in  regard  to  affiliation, 
adoption,  etc. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  many  of  the  girls  domiciled 
in  other  Areas  to  return  home,  and  the  local  Welfare  Officers 
were  duly  advised. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  (Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44). 

Your  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  reco¬ 
mmendations  contained  in  the  above  Circular  and  have  approved 
such  measures  as  are  practicable  under  present  conditions. 

The  arrangements  for  domiciliary  care,  which  are  based 
on  the  notification  of  underweight  babies  by  doctors  and  mid- 
wives,  include  the  provision  of  special  equipment,  services  of  a 
Paediatrician  and  the  services  of  a  Home  Help. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  arrange  for  organised  hospital 
treatment  or  care. 

Doctors  and  midwives  are  invited  to  record  on  the  noti¬ 
fication  cards  the  weights  of  babies  of  5-?, -lbs.  or  under,  and  from 
July  1st,  when  these  records  began,  until  December  31st,  nine 
underweight  babies  were  notified,  seven  of  whom  were  born  at 
home  and  two  in  hospital.  The  following  statistics  record  the 


subsequent  histories  of  the  infants. 

Number  born  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  who  died  during  first  24  hours  ...  ...  4 

Number  who  survived  at  end  of  one  month  ...  2 

Number  born  in  hospital  (including  nursing  homes)  2 

Number  who  died  during  first  24  hours  ...  ...  1 

Number  who  survived  at  end  of  one  month  ...  r 


Infestation. 

Pediculosis.  This  type  of  infestation  has  been  a  rare 
occurrence  amongst  children  under  school  age,  but,  where  it  is 
known  that  any  member  of  a  family  is.  so  infested  the  Health 
Visitors  exercise  special  supervision. 


Scabies.  Although  this  infestation  is  more  common  than 
pediculosis  its  incidence  has  been  comparatively  rare  amongst 
infants  and  younger  children.  Where  it  occurs  its  treatment  is 
carried  out  or  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitors,  usually  iirthe 
home. 

Throughout  the  year; the  number  of  families  under  treat¬ 
ment  for  scabies  each  week  averaged  2.5,  with  an  average  of  4.5 
infested  individuals  of  all  ages,  and  the  number  of  infested  school 
children  represents  1.1%  of  the  average  number  of  children  on  the 
registers  during  the  year. 

Nursing  Homes  ;  Registration.  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  applications  for  registration  were  received  and  no 
registrations  were  cancelled.  Five  persons  remained  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  respect  of  four  nursing  homes 
and  one  maternity  home,  providing  accommodation  of  51  medical 
and  surgical  beds  and  16  maternity  beds. 

Eight  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and,  having  regard  to 
the  difficulties  imposed  by  war-time  restrictions  and  the  shortage 
of  nursing  and  domestic  staffs  the  management  of  these  homes, 
particularly  of  the  maternity  homes  ‘is  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Mains. 

The  piped  supply  to  the  Borough  is  provided  chiefly  by 
the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company,  small  areas  at  Aiinworth 
and  Kingstanding  being  supplied  by  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
Water  Department.  Both  these  supplies  are  constant,  adequate 
in  quantity  and  of  excellent  quality  and  provide  for  the  whole 
of  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  91  dwellings  supplied  by 
wells,  etc.  (see  below). 

Seven  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  during  the  year  and  all  were  reported  to  be  of  excel¬ 
lent  quality  and  suitable  as  public  supplies.  Routine  bacter¬ 
iological  examinations  of  mains  supplies  are  not  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  in  this  connection  the  Engineer 
in  Chief,  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.,  reports 

"  Pumping  station  waters  are  tested  both  bacteriologically  and 
“  chemically  at  regular  and  frequent  intervals,  and,  where  treat- 
“  inent  is  installed,  the  raw  water  and  the  water  pumped  to  supply 
“  is  examined.” 

“  Samples  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  at  the  Company’s 
“  Depot  and  at  two  other  points  in  the  Borough  [Sutton  Cold- 
“  field],  and  these  samples  are  examined  bacteriologically  and 
“  chemically''  During  1944,  3&  samples  from  these  points  were  so 
“examined  and  all  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria  in  100  mjl.  o 
water. 


The  Birmingham  Water  Department  extended  their  mains 
as  follows 

Area .  Mam .  Distance. 

Minworth  Area — Forge  Lane  4-ins.  57  yards. 

No  extensions  were  carried  out  in  the  Borough  b}?  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  during  the  year. 

Sixty  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  230  have 
their  mains  water  supplies  from  13  communal  stand-pipes  in 
yards,  and  119  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  450 
from  taps  in  51  outside  wash-houses. 

The  mains  supplies  to  the  remaining  dwellings,  12,900  in 
number  and  with  a  population  of  41,920  are  brought  inside  the 
houses. 


Wells. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  64  private  water  supplies 
in  the  Borough,  the  majority  of  which  are  derived  from  shallow 
wells,  and, as  noted  in  my  Interim  Report  for  1943,  91  dwellings 
with  an  estimated  population  of  286  derive  their  supplies  from 
these  sources. 

Most  of  the  wells  have  been  shown  to  be  polluted  from 
time  to  time,  and  to  be  unsafe  for  domestic  use.  In  recent 
years  the  pollution  has  become  more  serious  through  depletion 
of  surface  supplies  by  agricultural  drainage,  and  the  consequent 
loss  of  the  flushing  effect  of  a  free  flow  of  ground  water  through 
the  wells. 

Eighteen  well  waters  were  sampled  during  the  year,  nine 
of  which  were  examined  chemically,  five  bacteriologically  and 
four  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  The  results  indicate 
that  five  of  the  wells  were  heavily  polluted  and  unsafe,  and  that 
the  remaining  six  could  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  domestic 
supplies. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

A  sample  of  water  taken  from  a  stream  in  the  Park  gave  a 
high  bacterial  count,  which,  although  not  indicative  of  sewage 
origin  is  being  investigated. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  water  from  a  pool  which  had  been 
contaminated  by  effluent  from  a  military  establishment,  now 
diverted  to  the  public  sewer,  showed  a  high  dgreee  of  pollution, 
part  of  which  was  probably  due  to  decaying  vegetation.  The 
effluent  from  another  military  establishment  continued  to  be 
unsatisfactory  after  reconstruction  of  the  plant  by  the  Military 
Authorities. 
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Reconstruction  of  the  purification  plant  at  an  Emergency 
Hospital,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  Report  for  1943, 
has  been  carried  out,  and  chemical  analysis  of  the  effluent  after 
reconstruction  showed  that  it  was  fit  for  discharge  into  a  stream. 

A  complaint  of  the  unwholesome  condition  of  a  stream 
was  made  in  July  and,  on  investigation  the  stream. was  found  to 
be  heavily  polluted  with  sewage.  The  cause  of  the  contamination 
was  traced  to  a  junction  between  a  foul  sewer  and  the  storm¬ 
water  drain  which  discharged  into  the  stream.  Obstruction  to 
the  free  flow  in  the  foul  sewer  immediately  brought  into  action 
the  surface  and  storm  drain  as  a  foul  sewer  overflow. 

The  overflow  into  the  storm-water  drain  could  not  be 
abolished  without  risk  of  serious  flooding  of  an  extensive  area 
by  raw  sewage,  and  complete  reconstruction  of  the  drainage 
sj^stem  of  the  district  is  urgently  necessary  to  obviate  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  stream,  or  the  alternative  risk  of  flooding. 

Baths. 

The  bath  water  at  Keepers  Pool  was  examined  bacteriol- 
ogically  during  the  bathing  season  June  to  September,  and  as 
the  results  were  not  constantly,  satisfactory,  a  cause  for  this  was 
sought  in  the  pmification  plant  or  in  its  management. 

It  was  established  that. the  water  in  the  bath  had  a  high 
chlorine  demand,  not  only  when  the  chlorine  was  first  added, 
which  might  have  been  attributed  to  organic  matter,  but  that  the 
wafer  also  retained  this  characteristic  continously  and  indefinitely. 
The  Public  Analyst  (Mr.  Chalmers,  of  Messrs.  Bostock,  Hill  and 
Rigby)  was  invited  to  investigate  this  phenomenon  which  was 
undoubtedly  interfering  with  efficient  purification,  and  he 
reported 

“  The  amount  of  organic  matter  naturally  present  in  the 
“Pool  water  being  very  high  the  chlorine  demand  of  the  water 
“was  also  high.  When  five  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are 
“added  to  the  raw  water  there  is  an  immediate  absorption  of 
“about  2.5  parts  per  million  and  at  the  end  of  one  hour  only 
“0.4  parts  per  million  remain,  but  when  a  further  five  parts  of 
“chlorine  are  then  added  the  water  at  the  end  of  another  hour 
“was  found  to  still  contain  four  parts  per  million.  As  you 
“suspected,  therefore,  the  water  should,  after  a  certain  amount 
“of  chlorination  require  very  little  additional  chlorine  to  give  a 
“relatively  permanent  excess. 

“Alum  would  not  be  expected  to  use  up  free  chlorine  as 
“alumino-ferric  would,  but  an  excess  of  the  soda  would  have 
“that  effect.” 

It  may  be  said  that  the  use  of  the  clarifying  agents  had 
been  discontinued  before  this  investigation  as  they  were  a  sus¬ 
pected  cause  for  the  high  chlorine  demand,  and  this,  without 
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doubt  accounts  for  the  excellent  chemical  and  bacterial  results 
which  the  Analyst  obtained  from  the  samples  he  took  on  the 
occasion  of  his  visit,  and  for  the  normal  behaviour  of  the  water  * 
under  the  chlorination  absorption  test. 

It  was  recommended,  therefore,  that  the  use  of  clarifying 
agents  be  strictly  controlled  or,  if  this  is  not  practicable,  that  they 
should  be  omitted  from  the  process  entirely. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Porter,  reports  that  three 
connections  to  the  sewer  were  made  during  the  year,  one  at  Mere  ; 
Green  Road  and  two  at  Chester  Road  North,  in  the  latter  cases  4j 
to  replace  dumbwells. 

No  connections  have  been  made  to  the  surface  water 
sewers. 

Pit  hi ic  Clean  s ing . 

The  street  orderly  carts  have  again  been  used  for  the 
cleansing  of  the  streets. 

•  7-334  tons  of  house  refuse  were  collected  during  the  year 
under  review,  of  which  2,908  tons  were  tipped.  The  refuse 
destructor  was  closed  for  repairs  and  renewals  from  the  6th 
August  until  the  4th  October. 

Camping  Sites. 

A  visit  was  made  by  representatives  of  the  Council  and  the 
Municipal-  Trustees  to  the  Mill  site  at  Blake  Street,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  deciding  on  a  method  of  abating  the  continuing  nuisance 
which  had  arisen  from  overloading  of  the  sewage  system  and 
overflow  of  sewage.  Connection  with  the  sewer  was  urged  as  the 
only  certain  means  of  avoiding  further  trouble,  but  the  cost  was 
reg  irded  by  the  Trustees  as  prohibitive. and  they  decided  therefore, 
to  construct  a  new  cesspool  and  to  arrange  for  its  regular  emptying. 

Sanitary  Supervision  of  the  Area. 

In  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  statement  which  is  set  out 
below  there  will  be  found  a  detailed  record  of  all  premises  which 
have  been  under  sanitary  supervision,  the  visits  paid  and  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year.  Taking  into  consideration  *  j 
the  absence  of  one  Sanitary  Inspector  on  Military  Service,  the 
sanitary  inspection  of  the  Area  lias  been  well  maintained. 

Housing  conditions  and  the  supervision  of  food  production 
and  distribution  have  been  given  precedence,  but  no  matter  of 
sanitary  importance  or  one  which  might  adversely  effect  the 
public  health  lias  been  neglected.  Animals  improperly  kept  in 
the  Urban  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  nuisances  arising  therefrom 
received  more  than  a  normal  share  of  attention  for  the  protection 
of  neighbouring  householders,  the  amenities  of  whose  daily  lives 
were  prejudiced  or  threatened  for  no  very  apparent  advantage 
to  the  community  at  large. 
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Inf  ref  ions  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  hospital 

Scarlet  fever  . . . . 

Diphtheria  . . 

Whooping  cough  . 

Measles  . . . 

Cetebro  spinal  fever  . . 

Typhoid  . 

Dysenter}r  . . . 

Erysipelas  . 

Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  . 

Houses  disinfected  . 

Slaughter  Houses. 

.  Number  on  register  . . . 

*  Statutory  notices  served . 

Informal  notices  served  . . 

Informal  notices  complied  with . 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops.. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  registered'  .. 

Number  of  dairies  on  the  register  . ........ . 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  . 

Registered  as — 

Producers  . 

Selling  milk  in  shops  from  unsealed  containers 

Selling  milk  from  carts  . 

: !  Statutory  notices  served  . 

i  Informal  notices  served  . 

|  Informal  notices  complied  with  . 

!  Number  of  producers  (including  designated  milk)  .. 

Number  of  farms  . 

.  Statutory  notices  served  . * . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with, . 

:  Cowsheds. 

|  Number  in  use  . , . 

:  Number  not  in  use  . 

:  Number  of  cowts  kept  . . 

Actual  accommodation  . 

(Notices  served  —  see  under  producers). 

j  Designated  Milk. 

Number  of  accredited  producers  in  the  Borough 
jNumber  retailing  accredited  milk  in  the  Borough  ... 

'Number  of  T.T.  producers  in  the  Borough  . 

Number  retailing  T.T.  milk  in  the  Borough  . 

Number  pasteuring  milk  in  the  Borough  . 

i  Number  retailing  pasteurised  milk  in  the  Borough 

;  -  16 


24 

13 

5 
3 
1 
1 

6 


1 

68 

1S9 


9 


90 

60 

60 


14  . 

1 

59 

10 

10 

42 

43 

8 


94 

9 

765 

9S4 


14 

9 

2 

11 

13 


Non- Designated  Milk. 

•< 

Number  of  producers  in  the  Borough  .  •  26 

Number  of  retailers  in  the  Borough  . .  59 

Factory  Bakehouses  with  Power. 

Number  on  register  . ' .  14 

Statutory  notices  served  . - .  — 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  . .  — 

Informal  notices  served  .  7 

Informal  notices  complied  with  . . .  7 

Factory  Bakehouses  without  Power. 

Number  on  register  .  3 

Statutory  notices  served  .  — 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  .  — - 

Informal  notices  served  . — 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  — 


Factories  with  Power  ( excluding  Bakehouses). 

'  Number  on  register  .  86 

Statutory  notices  served  . . .  1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  .  1 

Informal  notices  served  . 10 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  10 

Factories  without  Power  (excluding  Bakehouses).  ■ 

Number  on  register  .  43 

Statutory  notices  served  .  — 

Informal  notices  served  .  2 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  2 

Factory  Outworkers. 

Number  on  register  .  7 

Statutory  notices  served  .  — 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  . — 

Informal  notices  served  .  — 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  — 


Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods ,  etc.  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 


1938.  (Section  14). 

Number  on  register . 64 

Statutory  notices  served .  — 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  . . .  — 

Informal  notices  served  .  15 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  15 
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Visits. 


' 


Fish-frying . . 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Cowsheds . 

V 

Dairies  and  milkshops  . . . 

Farm  dairies  . 

Restaurants  and  kitchens  etc.  (Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

Section  13) . 

Manufacturers  of  preserved  foods,  etc.  (Food  and  Drugs 

Act.  Sec.  14)  . . . 

Food  stalls,  Sutton  Park  . 

Public  houses  . 

Factories  with  power  (excluding  bakehouses)  . . 

Factories  without  power  (excluding  bakehouses)  . . 

Bakehouses  with  power  . . 

Bakehouses  without  power  . 

Outworkers  . . 

Infectious  diseases  . . *. . 

Schools — 


Elementary  . 

Private  . 

Secondary  . 

f[  Bug  infestation  . 

Lj  Rat  infestation  . 

1  Dirty  houses  . . 

ft  Condemned  houses  . 

l!  Refuse  complaints  . . 

Factory  smoke  observations 

e|  Camping  sites  . . 

;  Cinemas . 


1  Theatres  . . . 

j  Public  conveniences  . 

t|  Rivers  and  streams  . 

!  Bathing  pools . . . . 

Stagnant  pools  . 

I  Animals  improperly  kept,  enquiries  . 

(Pigsties  . 

[  Tips . 

I  Nursing  homes  . . . 

Railway  conveniences  . . . 

i  Inspection  of  wells . ’ . 

:|  New  drainage  work  . 

|  Cesspools  . 

1  On  complaint  of  general  nuisance  . 

Flats  and  basements  . . 

[  Public  air  raid  shelters . 

Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . 

Under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  (included in  above) 
j  Pig  food  bins  . 


28 

45 

793 

76 

373 


48 

61 

3 

45 

174 

75 

74 

9 

12 

1000 

33 

9 

7 

23 

132 

79 

5i 

IT3 

1 

3d 

27 

1 

85 

5o 

14 

6 

38 

29 

63 
1 

*4 

113 

64 
60 

158 

72 

45 

3180 

_  o  ^ 

103 

30 
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Visit  S' — continued. 

Amusement  fairs .  21 

Ditches  .  11 

Stables  .  n 

Meat  inspection  . 396 

Overcrowding  .  13 

Privies  . 36 

Sewers  . . . . .  .  23 

Ants,  cockroaches,  etc . 30 

Unsound  food  .  162 

Summary  of  defects  remedied  and  nuisances  abated. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Drains  repaired  . 23 

Choked  drains  cleared  . 44 

Plaster  repaired  .  79 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired . 48 

Ashbins  renewed  . 55 

Roofs  repaired  . 93 

Windows  and  doors  repaired  .  89 

W.C.  tanks  repaired  or  new  ones  provided  .  23 

Overflowing  privy  pans  emptied  .  4 

Privy  pans  renewed  .  5 

Broken  W.C.  pans  renewed . . -..  11 

Choked  W.C.  drains  cleared  .  29 

W.Cs.  limewashed .  24 

W.C.  pans  joints  repaired .  19 

Lavatory  seats,  walls  and  floors,  roofs  repaired  .  43 

Vent  and  soil  pipes  repaired  .  11 

Furnaces  repaired .  15 

Chimneys  repaired  . 35 

Burst  pipes  repaired . . 7 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  23 

Spouting  and  down  pipes  repaired  . .  65 

Dirty  yards,  drains  and  W.Cs.  cleansed .  27 

Houses  cleansed  .  43 

Outhouse  roofs  and  walls  repaired  .  31 

Rainwater  cisterns  abolished  or  repaired  .  3 

Floors  repaired  . ; .  52 

Sink  channel  and  paving  repairs  .  21 

Defective  sinks  renewed  . 6 

Sinks  repaired  .  '  6 

Sculleries  limewashed  . • .  29 

Grates  repaired  .  iS 

Bedding  destroyed . . . 3 

Overcrowding  abated  .  3 

Tipping  abolished  .  2 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  and  fixed  .  5 


Inspection  chambers  repaired 
Anima.s  improperly  kept 

Pump  and  rani  repairs . 

Removal  of  manure  . . 

Overflowing  cesspools  . . 

New  drains  laid . 


Drinking  wells  cleansed  . . .  2 

Air-brick  fixed  under  floor  .  12 

Damp  courses  uncovered  . . ' .  2 

Wash-hand  basins  renewed  . . . . . .  2 

Covers  provided  to  drinking  wells  . .  1 

Pig  bins  insanitary  . . .  15 

New  inspection  chambers  provided  . .' .  1 

New  pumps  provided  to  drinking  wells  . .  1 

Stairs  repaired  and  handrails  fixed . .  4 

Houses  without  water  supply .  2 

Wells  filled  in  . 1 

New  cesspools  constructed  .  1 

Elementary  Schools. 

Dirty  W.Cs.  cleansed  . ...... .  7 

Dirty  urinals  cleansed  .  2 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  . 1 

Ashbins  cleansed  . > .  2 

Private  Schools. 

/ 

Classroom  floor  repaired  .  r 

% 

Secondary  Schools. 

Drains  repaired  .  1 

Dairy  Farms — Cowsheds. 

Cowsheds  limewashed  .  15 

Floors  and  channels  cleansed  .  7 . 

Fold  Yards  cleansed .  1 

Overflowing  cesspools  emptied  .  3 

Cowshed  roof  repairs  .  2 

Pumps  repaired .  3 

Rat  infestation  dealt  with  .  7 

Dairy  Farms — Dairies. 

Dairy  roofs  and  floors  repaired  . 3 

New  dairies  provided  . - . . .  1 

Dirty  dairies  cleansed  .  3 

Dairies  limewashed  . 5 

Dairies  improperly  used  .  2 

Dairy  coolers  provided  . 1 

Dairy  utensils  and  stools  cleansed  .  7 
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Retail  Purveyors  and  Milkshops. 

Choked  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  .  i 

Dairies  improperly  used  .  4 

Dairies  lirnewashed  .  3 

Dirty  utensils  cleansed  .  2 

New  dairies  provided  . : .  1 

Dirty  yards  cleansed  . 1 

Rat  infestation  dealt  with  .  5 

Slaughterhouses.  No  defects. 

\ 

Factory  Bakehouses  with  Power. 

Rat  infestation  .  4 

Bakehouses  and  Bread  .Stores  lirnewashed  . . .  5 

Dirty  W.C.  pans,  floors  and  seats  cleansed  .  7 

W.Cs.  lirnewashed  . . 2 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  1 

Lavatory  seats  repaired  ’ .  2 

Factory  Bakehouses  without  Power. 

Bakehouses  lirnewashed  .  1 

Factories  with  Power  ( excluding  Bakehouses). 

Rat  infestation  . 6 

Work  rooms  lirnewashed  .  2 

Removal  of  refuse  .  1 

Defective  drains  repaired  .  '  2 

Dirty  W.Cs.  and  urinals  cleansed  .  23 

W.Cs.  lirnewashed . 12 

Cisterns  repaired  .  3 

W.C.  joints  repaired  .  2 

Factories  without  Power  ( excluding  Bakehouses). 

W.Cs.  lirnewashed .  2 

Dirty  W.Cs.  cleansed  - . 1 

Floors  repaired  .  1 

Shops — Retail. 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  .  1 

Refuse  removed  .  1 

Dirty  yards  and  drains  cleansed  .  4 

Choked  drains  cleansed .  1 

Floor  repaired . 1 

Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens,  etc.  ( Food  and  Drugs  Act.  193S 
Section  13). 

Defective  floors  repaired  .  2 

Ashbins  renewed  .  5 
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Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc.  ( Food  and  Drugs  Act, 


1938.  Section  14). 

Dirty  yards  cleansed  .  5 

Stores  limewashed  and  plastered  . 2 

Ashbins  renewed  . 

Kitchens  and  stores  cleansed 
Overflowing  ashbins  emptied 

W.Cs.  cleansed  . 2 

Choked  drains  cleared  . . . .  1 

Rat  infestation  .  2 

Bone  bins  provided  . . 1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  from  yard  . , .  3 

Disinfestation  from  fleas  . .  1 

Utensils  cleansed  .  2 

Floors  cleansed  . 3 

Floors  repaired  .  1 

Second-hand  clothing  to  be  kept  separate  from  food  .  -  1 

Public  Houses. 

Choked  drains  cleared  . 2 

Dirty  urinals  and  W.Cs.  cleansed  .  y 

Defective  ventilation  remedied  .  3. 

Cinemas. 

Dirty  urinals  cleansed  . . . . ; .  1 

Dirty  W.Cs.  cleansed  . 3 

I  Choked  W.C.  and  urinal  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  ...  3 


Amusement  Fairs. 


Dirty  W.Cs.  cleansed 
Dirt}’  urinals  cleansed 

New  W.Cs.  erected . 

New  urinals  erected  .. 


.  Inspection  of  Air-Raid  Shelters. 


i. 


Public  Shelters — number  of  inspections 

Defects  found . : . 

School  Shelters — number  of  inspections 
Defects  found  . . 


4 

1 

10 

1 


7 

5 


; 


School  Hygiene. 

Eighty-three  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  elementary 
schools  during  the  year,  an  average  of  over  five  visits  per  school. 
The  defects  found  and  remedied  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary 
(Inspector’s  statement. 


r 


The  drainage  system  at  the  new  Holland  Road  School, 
occupied  by  U.S.A.  Forces,  was  the  subject  of  a  special  investi- 
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gation  arising  out  of  pollution  of  the  brook,which  Was  found  to  have 
been  caused  by  a  connection  of  the  foul  drain  to  the  storm-water 
drain.  Other  defects  in  the  drainage  system  of  the  building 
included  (a)  shallow  fall  of  the  main  drain  giving  rise  to  backing 
up  in  the  manhole  ,  (b)  drains  under  the  building  with  an 
inspection  chamber  inside  an  occupied  room  ;  (c)  disregard  of 
other  accepted  principles  of  drainage. 

Private  and  secondary  schools  have  also  been  kept  under 
sanitary  supervision  and  on  16  visits  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Housing. 

The  increasing  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  has  added 
to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  house  owners  in  maintaining 
their  property  in  reasonably  habitable  condition,  and  there  is  a 
noticeable  general  deterioration  in  the  fabric  of  working  class 
dwellings,  the  repairs  to  which  will  further  complicate  the  post¬ 
war  demands  on  the  housing  industry.  The  effects  of  neglect  are 
cumulative  and  will  result  in  rapidly  progressive  dilapidation. 

House  inspection  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  year  for  the  purpose  is  50  %  above  the  figure  for  1943. 
The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation  represents  26  %  of  those  inspected  ,  as  compared 
with  25  %  in  1943,  and  some  94  %  of  these  defective  houses  have 
been  rendered  fit,  mostly  as  the  result  of  informal  action,  as 
compared  with  94%  in  1943. 

The  overcrowding  of  one  dwelling  was  abated  and  two 
dwellings  remained  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Statistics  1944. 

1.-  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

(r)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 


ing  Acts)  .  1236 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3180 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg¬ 


ulations,  1925  and  1932  .  160 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1S3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  None 


% 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  325 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  288 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  . . . .  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  .  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 .  None 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  demolition  orders  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  .  None 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936'. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  .  None 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  2 . 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  2 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  :  adults  11 

children  4 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  None 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  : 

adults  .  2 

children  .  1 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  .  None 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

Dairymen  on  the  registers  during  the  year  numbered  90  as 
compared  with  89  in  the  previous  year,  and  60  premises  were  in 
use  as  dairies. 

Of  the  dairymen  registered  60  were  registered  as  retail 
purveyors  and  42  as  producers  in  respect  of  43  farms. 

Over  1,200  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  premises  during  the 
year,  including  793  for  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  373  for  in¬ 
spection  of  farm  dairies.  The  defects  remedied,  as  the  result  of 
informal  action,  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  statement. 
No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

3.  till c — Designated. 

One  sample  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  was  examined  for 
bacterial  count  and  by  the  methylene  blue  test,  with  satisfactoiy 
results.  A  sample  of  tuberculin  tested  (pasteurised)  milk  was 
also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Accredited  samples  examined  number  17,  and,  of  these,  six 
did  not  comply  with  the  Regulations  in  regard  to  the  methylene 
blue  chemical  test.  All  accredited  samples  were  also  submitted 
to  bacterial  count  and,  of  the  eleven  samples  which  gave  chemical 
tests,  in  compliance  with  the  Order,  three  gave  bacterial  counts 
which  were  at  complete  variance  with  these  satisfactory  results. 

Fifty  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacterial  count.  Forty  of  the  samples  were  taken  at  schools  and 
all,  with  one  exception,  were  reported  as  complying  with  the 
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standard  set  by  the  Regulations  ;  the  remaining  io  samples  were 
taken  from  carts  etc.  in  course  of  delivery  and,  of  these,  three  were 
unsatisfactory  in  respect  of  count. 

Fourteen  phosphatase  tests  were  carried  out  and  all  in¬ 
dicated  sat isfactory  pasteurization. 

M  ilk —  Undesign  aied. 

A  total  of  107  samples  were  examined  for  bacterial  count 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  in  32  indicated  an  undesirable 
degree  of  contamination.  Included  in  the  total  were  12  samples 
of  sterilised,  heat  treated,  and  milk  with  misleading  design¬ 
ations,  the  regular  consumption  of  which  by  children  must 
be  regarded  as  a  constant  danger  to  their  health  and  growth, 
in  spite  of  the  usual  low  bacterial  content.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  one  of  these  sterilised  samples  gave  a  very  high 
count,  due,  probably,  to  contamination  by  a  dirty  container  after 
sterilization. 

The  proportion  of  unheated,  undesignated  samples  which 
gave  counts  of  over  half  million  per  ml.  was  31  %  of  those  taken, 
but  the  remainder  were  of  a  Commendably  high  standard  of 
purity. 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

Three  samples  of  undesignated  milk  and  seven  samples  of 
designated  milk  (one  a  repeat  sample)  were  examined  biologically 
for  the  presence  of  living  tubercle  bacilli,  with  negative  results. 

All  the  samples  were  taken  from  milk  produced  in  the  Borough. 

\  •  '  • 

Dried-Milk. 

A  comparison  of  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  two  routine  samples  of  National  Dried  Milk  affords 
evidence  of  the  variation  I  have  experienced  in  the  bacterial 
standards  of  this  national  baby  food.  One  sample  on  examination 
was  found  to  be  practically  sterile,  whereas  the  second  yielded  a 
count  of  700,000  bacteria  per  100  grams  of  dry  food. 

Milk  Containers. 

The  effective  control  of  bottle  cleansing  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  standard  of  cleanliness  would  be  desirable.  Inspection 
at  the  present  time  discloses  a  wide  variation  in  degree  between 
the  macroscopically  filthy  container  and  the  microscopically  sterile. 

Unsound  Food. 

Fresh  meat,  including  beef,  pork  and  offal  to  the  extent  of 
1,420  lbs.  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  owing  to  disease  and 
decomposition  and,  of  the  total,  378  lbs.  were  destroyed  and  the 
remainder  was  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Organi-. 
sation. 
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Tinned  meats  to  the  approximate  weight  of  3C0  lbs.  were 
also  condemned  and  destroyed. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  stones  of  wet  fish,  five  stones 
of  smoked  fish  and  25  lbs.  of  shell  fish  were  condemned  and 
destroyed  owing  to  unsoundness,  and  684  tins  of  fish  were  also 
condemned  and  destroyed  by  reason  of  blown,  punctured  or 
leaking  tins. 

Other  tinned  and  preserved  foods  condemned  and  destroyed 
as  unfit  for  food  on  account  of  blown,  punctured  and/or  leaking 
containers  include  condensed  milk  (4S5  tins),  fruit  and  vegetables 
(195  tins),  soup  (20  tins),  and  preserves  (69  lbs.). 

Amongst  grocery  stores  condemned  were  5-cwt.  of  rolled 
oats  (returned  for  salvage),  over  50-doz.  shell  .eggs  (destroyed), 
and  56-lbs.  of  butter  (returned  for  salvage). 

A  table  jelly,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  was  marketed 
in  the  Borough  at  Christmas-time,  was  under  examination.  In 
appearance  it  was  dirty  and  unappetising  and  contained  toxi¬ 
genic,  putrifactive  and  liquifying  organisms  which  rendered  it 
unsuitable  for  human  consumption.  The  gelatine  crystals  from 
which  the  jelly  was  made  were  found  to  have  a  similar  bacterial 
flora,  but  it  was  shown  that  a  sterile  jelly  could  be  produced  by 
the  careful  addition  of  boiling  water  in  the  making. 

The  vendor  was  warned,  and  was  advised  to  exercise 
greater  care  in  the  process  of  preparation,  and  to  maintain  a 
higher  standard  of  cleanliness  in  general. 

A  sample  of  dried  egg,  surrendered  from  a  Military  estab¬ 
lishment  yielded  a  massive  growth  of  bacteria  of  various  kinds, 
many  of  which  wrere  derived  from  soil  and  dust  contamination. 
The  complete  package  was  condemned  and  destroyed. 


FOOD  CERTIFIED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 

Meat. 


L9 

tins 

Boiled  beef 

114-lbs. 

destroyed. 

\ 

3 

9  y 

Minced  beef 

3-lbs. 

9  9 

1 

;  > 

Stewed  beef 

1 -lb. 

9  9 

6 

9  9 

Stewed  steak 

6-lbs. 

9  9 

1 

9  y 

Ready  meals 

i-lb. 

9  9 

3 

>  9 

Brisket  beef 

12-lbs. 

>> 

Containers 
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y  y 

Pork  luncheon  meat  62-lbs. 

9  9 

1  blown, 

8 

)  > 

Pork  sausage  meat 

10-lbs. 

9  9 

f  damaged 
and/or 

21 

9  ) 

Chopped  ham 

60-lbs. 

9  9 

1 

)  > 

Prem 

1 -lb. 

9  9 

leaking. 

4 

y  9 

Spam 

3-lbs. 

9  9 

3 

9  9 

Mor 

2-lbs. 

9  9 

I05 

9  9 

Luncheon  slice 

78-lbs. 

9  9 

1 

9  9 

Lunch  tongue 

6-lbs. 

/ 

1 

9  9 

Lambs’  tongue 

1 -lb. 
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Fish. 


'135  tins 

Pilchards  ... 

...  Destroyed 

Containers 

20  „ 

Mackerel 

•**  M 

blown, 

462  „ 

Salmon 

•  *  *  *  *  *  9  9 

\  damaged 

27  „ 

Herrings 

•  •  «  *  •  •  9  9 

'  and/or 

39  - 

Sardines 

*  *  *  9  9 

leaking. 

1  „ 

Kippers 

...  ...  ,, 

.  \  - 

Milk. 

452  tins 

Evaporated  milk 

...  Destroyed 

Do.  \ 

33  - 

Full  Cream  milk 

•  •  •  •  •  *  y  9 

Do. 

Fruit. 

- 

9  tins 

Plums 

...  Destroyed 

Do. 

Vegetables. 

2  tins 

Tinned  vegetables 

. . .  Destroyed 

Do. 

160  „ 

Beans 

•  *  •  •  •  •  99 

Do. 

24  „ 

Peas  ...  .3 

*  •  •  99 

Do. 

Preserves. 

1 2 -lbs. 

Apple  jam 

...  Destroyed 

5-lbs. 

Grape  jelly 

•  *  *  *  •  *  9  9 

Containers  v 

4-lbS. 

Pear  jam 

9f 

•  #  •  •  *  •  9  9 

blown, 

\  damaged 
and/or 

IO-lbs. 

Apricot  jam  ... 

16-lbs. 

Guava  jam 

...  ...  yy 

7-lbs. 

Plum  jam 

...  '  ...  >} 

leaking. 

8-lbs. 

Grape-fruit  marmalade  ...  „ 

7-lbs. 

Orange  marmalade 

...  y  9 

Soup. 

20  tins 

Soup 

Destroyed. 

M  eat . 

Beef 

»  •  •  »  * 

510-lbs.  *  Returned 

Bone  taint. 

Pork  . 

•*  .  .  .  ••• 

532-lbs.  *  Returned  Decom.  &  Mould 

Brawn 

,  .  .  •  •  • 

38-lbs.  Destroyed 

Decomposition. 

Pork  sausages 

257-lbs. 

do. 

Ox  liver 

10-lbs.  ,, 

Fluke. 

Bacon  . 

•  *  •••  *  ♦  • 

73-lbs.  ,,  Decomp,  and 

defective  curing 


; Fish  (wet). 
Plaice 
Cod 

:1  Skate 
Whiting 
Ling 

;j  Bream 
1  Pollen 
!,j  Megrim 
J  Coley 
I)  Herrings 


io  stone 
38-stone 
15-stone 
5-stone 
5-stone 

5- stone 

6- stone 
5 --stone 
4-stone 

33-stone 


Destroyed 


9  9 

1 

i 

9  9  i 

,,  f  Unsound 

,,  owing  to 

,,  f  transport 

,,  I  delay. 


9  > 


9 } 


/ 

J 


28 


Smoked  Fish. 

Kippers  ...  5-stone  Destroyed  Do. 

Shell  Fish. 

Lobsters.  ...  25-lbs.  Destroyed.  Do. 

Miscellaneous. 


649 

Eggs 

Destroyed. 

Mould  and  unsound 

391-lbs. 

Oranges 

y  9 

Unsound. 

25-lbs. 

Prunes 

9  9 

Mould  and  maggot. 

100-lbs. 

Dried  peaches 

Returned.  * 

Mould. 

28-lbs. 

Raisins 

Destroyed. 

Decomposition. 

15  2  "lbs. 

Tea 

9  9 

Insect  infestation 
and  damp. 

5-cwt. 

Rolled  oats 

Returned.  * 

Out  of  condition. 

36-lbs. 

Coloured  beans 

Destroyed. 

Mite. 

9-lbs. 

Dessert  powder. 

9  9 

Out  of  condition. 

7-lbs. 

Cheese. 

9  j 

Mite.  - 

56-lbs. 

Butter 

Returned.  * 

Rancid  and  mould. 

Fish  paste 

10  jars. 

Destroyed. 

Unsound. 

Choc,  dragees.  12-lbs. 

Destroyed. 

Mite  and  contam- 

ination. 

*  Returned  to  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Organisation. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  BY  THE  OWNER  UNDER  LICENCE  FROM 

THE  MINISTRY  OF  FOOD. 

The  statistics  of  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  privately 
under  licence  are  set  out  below,  and  it  may  be  noted  that  there  is  a 
marked  reduction  in  the. incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  pig  carcases 
inspected  during  the  year.  The  percentage  (5.2)  is  little  more 
than  half  that  recorded  in  1941. 


Number  of  animals  known  lo  have  been  slaughtered  during  the  year. 
Pigs  331 

Calf  1. 


Number  of  animals  inspected  during  the  year. 
Pigs  289. 

Calf  1. 


Number  of  visits  made  for  purpose  of  inspection  396. 


Statement  of  diseased  or  unfit  conditions  found. 


T  uherculosis. 

1  Pig’s  carcase  (generalised)  ...  ...  180-lbs. 

•  9  Pig’s  heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  approx.  90 

4  Pig’s  plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  32-lbs. 

1  Pig’s  liver  ...  ...  .  5-lbs. 

1  Pig’s  mesenteric  fat  ...  ...  ...  3-lbs. 

1  Pig’s  kidney  ...  ...  ...  ...  i-lb. 


(5-x9%  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis). 


lbs. 
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Other  Causes. 

1  Pig’s  liver  (cirrhosis)  ...  ...  5-lbs. 

2  Pig’s  livers  (pneumonia)  ...  ...  xo-lbs.  , 

(1.03%  found  to  be  unfit  due  to  causes  other  than  tuberculosis) 

Samples  taken  in  the  Borough  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  (Report  of  Chief  Sampling  Officer). 

Milk  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  foods 
Miscellaneous  drugs 


These  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory  except  the  following 
samples 

S.234.  Camphorated  oil.  (official),  deficient  of  73%  of 
camphor.  The  manufacturers  of  this  sample  had  recently  been 
prosecuted  and  fined -for  a  similar  offence  elsewhere.  On  inves¬ 
tigations  being  made  it  was  found  that  about  two  years  ago  a 
workman  had  made  a  mistake  in  not  adding  the  proper  amount  of 
camphor  when  preparing  a  quantity  of  camphorated  oil  ready 
for  bottling.  It  was  possible  that  he  did  not  wish  to  show  his 
neglect  by  not  reporting  a  shortage  in  the  stock  of  camphor,  he 
being  responsible  for  keeping  up  the  stock  of  various  ingredients 
ready  for  use.  The  firm  appeared  to  have  taken  all  reasonable 
steps  to  secure  a  withdrawal  of  all  the  bottles  filled  from  this 
batch  from  their  numerous  retailers,  and  were  cautioned.  Further 
samples  will  be  taken. 

1. 402.  Head  powders,  (informal). 

There  was  no  formula  on  the  packet  as  required  by  the 
Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  (Sec.  11).  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

J.  E.  PRESTON, 

Chief  Sampling  Officer. 

Warwickshire  Comity  Council. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Nine  privately-owned  slaughter  houses  have  remained  on 
the  register  but  have  not  been  used  for  slaughtering  animals  for 
sale  other  than  under  Ministry  of  Food  permits. 

Bakehouses.  (With  power,  14;  without  Power,  3). 

Eighty-three  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  for  sanitary 
supervision  and  the  defects  found  and  remedied  are  set  out  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  statement. 
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The  attention  of  occupiers  has  been  directed  to  the  impor¬ 
tance,  of  the  proper  use  of  washing  facilities  provided  for  baking 
operatives. 

Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens,  etc. 

( Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  Section  13). 

These  and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 
for  human  consumption  were  visited  regularly,  and  cleanliness 
and  sanitary  amenities  were  maintained  at  a  reasonable  standard. 

Manujactnre  of  Preserved  Foods. 

( Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  Section  14). 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
preserved  foods,  etc.  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  64,  and  61 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 
Details  of  nuisances,  and  of  defects  infringing  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  in  respect  of  registration  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  statement,  with  action  taken  for  their  remedy. 

.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

After  revision  of  diagnoses  there  remains  a  total  of  274 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  628  in  1943.  Excluding  measles  and  whooping  cough, 
notifiable  by  Regulation,  the  comparative  figures  are  202  (1943) 
and  325  (1943). 

•> 

Infectious  cases  removed  to  hospital  include  scarlet  fever, 
24  ;  diphtheria,  13  ;  whooping  cough,  5  ;  measles,  3  ;  and 
d3'sentery,  6. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Over  60%  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  school-age  groups 
of  5 — 15  years,  and  18%  in  the  pre-school  groups.  The  notifica¬ 
tions  were  evenly  spread  throughout  the  year  and  the  disease  was 
most  prevalent  in  Hill,  Boldmere  and  Maney.  The  case  rate  is 
2.3  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  2,90  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  the  mortality  was  nil. 

Diphtheria. 

Thirteen  notifications  were  received,  and  in  nine  of  these 
the  diagnosis  was  revised  in  hospital.  The  remaining  four  cases, 
in  which  the  diagnosis  was  verified,  occurred  in  adults  at  ages 
48  years,  36  years,  30  years,  and  22  years.  The  case  rate  is  .09 
per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  .58  for  England  and  Wales 
and  .69  for  the  Smaller  Towns,  and  the  -mortality  rate  is  .02  as 
compared  with, 02  for  England  and  Wales  and  .03  for  the  Smaller 
Towns. 


During  the  year  10S  throat  and  nose  swabs  were  submitted 
for  examination,  three,  of  which  were  reported  to  be  positive. 
One  phial  of  anti-toxen  (8,000  units)  was  issued  to  a  private 
practitioner. 

Inoculations  of  530  children  in  age-groups  0 — 15  years 
were  completed  during  the  year  and,  of  these,  466  were  under  5 
years  and  64  were  over  5  years  of  age.  It  is  estimated  that  at 
December  31st,  1944,  49%  of  the  children  in  the  Area  under  5 
3rears  and  85%  of  children  over  5  years  had  received  full  courses 
of  inoculations. 

None  of  the  cases  with  a  verified  diagnosis  of  clinical 
diphtheria,  reported  during  the  year,  had  been  inoculated. 

Enteric. 

One,  case  was  notified  but  the  diagnosis  was  revised  in 
hospital. 

Ccrebro-s  p  Inal  i!  1  en  in  gif  is. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  one  case  only  arose  in 
the  Borough.  The  case  was  treated  in  hospital  and  the  mortality 

was  nil. 

* 


Pneumonia. 

Thirty-one  cases  were  notified  as  against  fifty-one  in  1943, 
and  six  of  the  cases  were  classed  as  influenzal.  The  notification 
rate  is  .73  as  compared  with  1.23  in  1943.  The  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Smaller  Towns  for  the  year  under  review  are 
.97  and. 82  respectively. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  case  rate  for  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  is  .61 
as  compared  with  .65  for  1943.  lire  incidence,  therefore,  which 
has  been  increasing  during  the  war  years,  remains  at  a  high  level. 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified  in  males  as  compared  with 
seven  in  females.  The  occurrence  of  the  disease  in  males  shows 
little  variation  as  between  manual  and  non-manual  workers,  but 
I  the  average  age  at  "onset”  amongst  manual  workers  is  31  years 
as  compared  with  50  years  amongst  the  non-manual  workers. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  notification  rate 
for  non-respiratory  forms  of  the  disease,  as  compared  with  the 
rates  for  pre-war  years. 

Measles. 

The  number  of  notifications  for  the  year  under  review  is 
little  more  than  one  quarter  of  that  for  1943,  and  the  notification 
i  rate  is  1.48  as  compared  with  4.16  for  England  and  Wales  and 
[  3.94  for  the  Smaller  Towns. 
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Approximately  80%  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  the  third 
and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  and  over  50%  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  Boldmere  West  Ward.  As  with  scarlet  fever,  the. 
highest  incidence  was  in  the  school-age  groups.  The  disease  was 
of  a  mild-type  and  the  mortality  was  nil. 

W  h  0  op  ing  C  0  ugh . 

In  comparison  with  scarlet  fever  and  measles  the  notifica¬ 
tions  of  this  disease  in  the  past  two  years  have  been  very  low  and, 
of  the  eleven  cases  notified  in  the  year  under  review,  the  diagnosis 
in  two  was  revised. 

The  case  rate  for  1944  is  .21  as  compared  with  2.49  for 
England  and  Wales  and  2.29  for  the  Smaller  Towns.  The 
mortality  was  nil. 

Immunization  was  continued  during  the  year  in  confor¬ 
mance  with  the  procedure  outlined  in  my  Report  for  1943,  and  the 
inoculations  of  199  children  were  completed  during  the  }^ear. 
No  cases  were  reported  amongst  immunised  children. 

Dysentery . 

A  feature  of  the  statistics  is  the  number  of  cases  of  dysentery 
notified  amongst  children,  and  it  is  significant  that,  particularly 
in  the  second  quarter  when  the  majority  of  these  cases  were 
reported,  as  well  as  at  other  periods,  there  were  sporadic  outbreaks 
of  "enteritis”  amongst  adults.  -  The  infecting  organism  proved  to 
be  of  the  sonne  type  in  most  of  the  notified  cases. 

0 phlhahnia  Neonatorum. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  none  of  which  were  severe,  and 
all  recovered  without  damage  to  eyes. 

Infestation'. 

See  section  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  page  11. 

-  table  viii. 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

5 

1 5 

25 

35 

45 

55 

G5  &  upwards 

1 

4  2 

2  1 

4  3 

1 

4  1 

3  — 

1  ; 

—  1 

—  1 

__ 

1  1 

1  — 

3  •  2 

1 

5  1 

2  _ 

1  — 
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3  C> 
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QUARTERLY  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  TABLE  X  . 


Disease. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4  th 

!  Quarter. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

29 

21 

29 

109 

Diphtheria  . 

I 

I 

I 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

4 

3 

10 

31 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

2 

1 . 

5 

II 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . 

2 

— 

— 

I 

3 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory  . 

7 

7 

0 

7 

26 

Non-Respiratory  .... 

A 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

Measles . 

9 

4 

20 

30 

63 

Whooping  Cough . 

•  1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

Dysentery . 

5 

2 

1 

8 

Totals  . 

7i 

56 

57 

90 

274 

- 7T  AJZZi 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WARDS.  TABLE  XI. 


WARD. 


Trinity 

Hill  .... 

Boldmere 

East! 

Bold  mere 

West 

Wylde  Green 

Vlaney 

Walmley  .... 
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Dysentery 

TOTAL 
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1 

6 

1 

3i  - 

4 

1 

5 

_ 

9 

26 

21 

4 

2 

— 

4 

3 

— 

2 

— 

36 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

24 

2S 

3 

9 

2 

1 

2 

. 

7 

1 

34 

1 

1 

89 

9 

5 

— 

7 

_ 

9 

1 

’ 
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1 
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1 

1 

2 

3 

— 
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48 

7 

— 

1 
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_ 
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2 

4 

9 

20 

109 

4 

31 

11 
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3 

26 

9 

63 

9 

8 
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Air  raid  shelters,  inspection  of 
Amusement  fairs  ... 

Bakehouses 

Baths 

Births 


Camping  sites  ...  ...  ...  • 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis 
Child  Life  Protection 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cowsheds  ... 

Dairies  and  milk  shops 
Deaths 

Deaths,  causes  of  ... 

,,  causes  of  and  ages  at 
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